Broads Authority

Minutes of the meeting held on 18 September 2009

Present

	Mrs S Blane

Mr D A Broad

Mrs J Brociek-Coulton

Mr M C Broom

Mrs E A Burrows 
Mr N Dixon

	Mr S Dorrington

Mr A Duce

Mr P Durrant

Mr C Gould

Mrs A Haswell 

	Dr J S Johnson 

Mr A S Mallett

Mr G McGregor

Mr J Sharpe

Ms R Varma



In Attendance

Dr J Packman – Chief Executive

Mrs S A Beckett – Administrative Officer

Mr S Birtles – Head of Waterways Strategy and Safety

Mr R G Holman – Director of Corporate Services

Mr S Hooton – Director of Conservation and Countryside Management

Mr B Hanson – Head of Tourism and Recreation

Mr K R Hounsome – Solicitor and Monitoring Officer

Mr J Organ – Head of Administration and Executive Assistant

Mrs L Shute – Administrative Officer

Ms T Wakelin – Director of Waterways

Ms C Weller – Communications Manager

Also Present

Dr K Bacon – Representing the Broads Forum
Mr M Cook - Chairman, Standards Committee

1/1
Apologies and Welcome 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr P Frost, Dr J M Gray, Ms C Sheridan Mr P Woodcock and Mr J Bowman (Chairman, Broads Forum).
1/2
Appointment of Chairman

The Chief Executive invited nominations for the position of Chairman for the forthcoming year.

It was proposed and duly seconded that Dr Johnson be appointed as Chairman for the forthcoming year.  

There being no further nominations, it was

RESOLVED

that Dr Johnson be appointed as Chairman of the Authority for the forthcoming year.

Dr Johnson in the Chair

1/3
Appointment of Vice Chairman

It was proposed and duly seconded that Mr Mallett be appointed Vice Chairman of the Authority for the forthcoming year.

There being no other nominations, it was

RESOLVED

that Mr Mallett be appointed as Vice Chairman of the Authority for the forthcoming year.

1/4
Introduction of Members and Declarations of Interest
Members introduced themselves and expressed declarations of interest as set out in Appendix 1 to these minutes.  

1/5
Chairman’s Announcements
 (1)
Welcome 
The Chairman welcomed Mrs Alex Abery who had recently been appointed as Management Accountant.
(2)
Volunteer Celebration Day: 19 September 2009
The Chairman reminded members that there would be a Volunteer Celebration Day on 19 September 2009 at Whitwell Hall to celebrate the contribution that volunteers have made to the work of the Authority as part of its 20th Anniversary celebrations. 
1/6
Items of Urgent Business

There were no items of urgent business.

1/7
Public Question Time

Three formal questions had been received from Mrs Mollie Howes. The questions together with the Authority’s response are set out in Appendix 2 of these minutes.

Mrs Howes was then given an opportunity to ask a supplementary question after she read out each of the questions and the Chairman read out the Authority’s responses. She confirmed her concern about the subject matter of each of her questions.
RESOLVED

that the questions and the response from the Authority be noted.
1/8
Minutes of the Broads Authority Meetings held on 26 June and 14 August 2009

The minutes of the meetings held on 26 June and 14 August 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  

(1)
Minute 6/17: Consultation on Proposed Minor Amendments to the Conservation (Natural Habitat &c.) Regulations
Members noted that the Authority had submitted its response and Defra had indicated that it was proceeding with the amendments documented in the consultation paper.
1/9
Summary of Progress/Actions Taken Following Decisions of Previous Meetings

The Authority considered a schedule of the progress/action taken following decisions of previous meetings. Additional information in answer to members’ questions was reported on the following:

(1)
Requests to Waive Standing Orders Relating to Contracts 

It was noted that it had been decided to put the contract for the tourism website out to tender.
(2)
Navigation Charges for 2009/10 and Future Financial Strategy for Navigation

It was noted that the report of the Member Review Group was being finalised ready for consideration by the Navigation Committee on 22 October and the Authority on 20 November 2009.

1/10
Minutes of the Broads Local Access Forum meeting held on 17 June 2009

Mr Duce introduced the minutes of the meeting held on 17 June 2009

RESOLVED

that the minutes of the Broads Local Access Forum meeting held on 17 June 2009 be received.

1/11
Summary Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 19 June, 17 July and 14 August 2009 
Mr Gould introduced the summary minutes of the meetings held on 19 June, 17 July and 14 August 2009.  

RESOLVED

that the summary minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 19 June, 17 July and 14 August 2009 be received.
1/12
Minutes of the Broads Forum meeting held on 16 July 2009.

Dr Bacon introduced the minutes of the meeting held on 16 July 2009.

He highlighted the statement contained in Minute 4/5 (3) regarding Flood Risk Issues for the Broads and the Options of a Tidal Barrier, emphasising that the Forum had felt strongly about the matter. It was noted that the Broads Forum would be involved in the review of the Broads Plan and that the flooding issues would be debated as part of the review process.
RESOLVED

that the minutes of the Broads Forum meeting held on 16 July 2009 be received.

1/13
Minutes of the Navigation Committee meeting held on 3 September 2009

The Chairman of the Navigation Committee introduced the minutes of the meeting held on 3 September 2009. 

RESOLVED

that the minutes of the Navigation Committee meeting held on 3 September 2009 be received.

1/14
Minutes of the Standards Committee meeting held on 25 August 2009

The Chairman of the Standards Committee introduced the minutes of the meeting held on 25 August 2009.

RESOLVED

that the minutes of the Standards Committee meeting held on 25 August 2009 be received.
1/15
Exclusion of the Public

RESOLVED

that the public be excluded from the meeting under section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972 for consideration of item 1/16 below on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act as amended, and that the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public benefit in disclosing the information.

Members of the public and officers left the meeting during consideration of the following item 
Summary of Minute Excluded from Public Deposit

1/16
Consideration of Salaries for Broads Authority Chief Executive and Directors

The Authority received a report from the member panel set up to review the salaries of all the Directors following a decision made at the Authority meeting on 26 September 2008. 

RESOLVED by 12 votes to nil
(i)
that the recommendations as set out in the report be deferred for further consideration by the panel and for reconsideration at a future Authority meeting; and
(ii)
that Mr Dixon be appointed as an additional member with local authority experience to the panel.
Members of the public and officers returned to the meeting.

1/17
Additional Project Expenditure
The Authority received a report, requested by members at the last Authority meeting, giving details of a range of projects which could be funded from General Account Reserves. Given the position of the public finances and the level of uncertainty about future settlements, it had been recommended that reserves be set at closer to 10% of net expenditure, rather than the guideline normally adopted of 5% which left in the order of £125,000 for additional project expenditure. 
The five potential project proposals had been grouped under the Authority’s two “national park” purposes: Conserving and enhancing the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the Broads, and Promoting opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the Broads by the public.

Members noted the financial considerations and agreed that expenditure in the region of £125,000 to £130,000 should be allocated for additional project expenditure this year. Members considered that all the projects had merit but that projects which did not involve an increase in ongoing revenue costs and which brought additional funding into the Broads should be given priority.
Members discussed the merits of the projects individually expressing their preferences as to which of these should be funded or whether other ideas should be considered.
RESOLVED 

(i)
that expenditure of up to a maximum of £130,000, to fund projects from the 
General Account Reserves be approved;

(ii)
that the Chairman and officers be authorised to work up more detailed proposals with priority being given to the following projects:
· Broads Environmental Land Management Scheme;
· Supporting a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund;
· Land based recreational improvements; and 
· Initiatives to support Angling in the Broads.
1/18
North Norfolk Coast AONB Management Plan
The Authority received a report which outlined the contents of the Norfolk Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Management Plan 2009-2014, prepared by the Norfolk Coast Partnership which was made up of relevant local authorities and other public bodies.  It was noted that since part of the AONB was co-designated with the Broads Authority area, the Authority was part of the North Norfolk Coast Partnership which existed to manage the area. The Authority was represented on the Partnership by the Director of Conservation and Countryside Management.  The Planning Committee had considered the report and recommended that the AONB Management Plan be adopted.  It was noted that some changes to the Memorandum of Understanding were being proposed.
RESOLVED 

(i)
that the contents of the AONB Plan be noted;
(ii)
that the Authority signs up to and adopts the North Norfolk Coast AONB Management Plan and the principle of the new Memorandum of Understanding;

(iii)
that officers be authorised to agree to any changes to the new Memorandum of Understanding as appropriate; and 

(iii)
that the Authority continues to be represented on the Core Management 
Group.
1/19
Implementation of the Broads Authority Act 
(1)
Broads Authority Act 2009: Implementation Timetable

The Authority received a report setting out the timetable for considering and taking decisions on a range of matters arising from the passing of the Broads Authority Act 2009. Members noted the provisions which had come into force on the ‘Appointed Day ‘ which had been fixed as 5 October at the Authority meeting on 14 August. It was necessary to confirm certain decisions taken prior to Royal Assent following consultation with the Navigation Committee.

Members supported the recommendations in the report that British Water Ski be asked to appoint two persons to serve on the Waterskiing and Wakeboarding Appeals Panel.

RESOLVED 

(i)
that the timetable for each of the provisions on which decisions will be required before 1 April 2010 be noted and implemented; and 
(ii)
to ask British Water Ski to appoint two persons to serve on the Waterskiing and Wakeboarding Appeals Panel.

(2)
Broads Authority Act 2009: Tolls in Adjacent Waters
The Authority received a report setting out the provisions of the Broads Authority Act 2009 with regard to adjacent waters.

Members considered and supported the level of toll payable, the permitted exemptions and the introduction date of 1 April 2010 for vessels within adjacent waters as contained within the report.

The Navigation Committee had supported the proposals at its meeting on 3 September 2009. 
RESOLVED 

that the proposals in paras 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3 of the report be adopted as follows: 

(i)
that the current schedule of tolls as revised annually by the Authority be used as the basis for charging tolls within adjacent waters;
(ii)
that in addition to the exemptions in Section 16 of the Act, on application by the owner a further exemption to the tolls be approved for vessels in adjacent waters which are out of commission for a long period whilst being repaired/restored by the owner and not already covered by an exemption above and that the exemption be subject to a maximum period of 12 months to be adopted and developed in the following way:
· it applies to vessels which are ‘moored in adjacent waters and which are not in use for navigation, residential or commercial purposes, and are moored in order to be serviced, repaired, or restored’. The exemption will therefore cease to apply once the vessel comes into such use;
· it applies only to boats in respect of which the owner self declares it will be out of commission for at least six months from the date of the application;
· such application will not give rise to a repayment in respect of tolls already paid;
(iii)
that the implementation date for the requirements and payment of tolls in adjacent waters be 1 April 2010.

(3)
Broads Authority Act 2009: Compulsory Third Party Insurance
The Authority received a report setting out the proposals relating to the requirement for compulsory third party liability insurance as set out in the “Vessels: Insurance Requirements” section within the Broads Authority Act 2009.   

Members noted and confirmed the previously agreed proposals as set out in the report under paragraphs 3.2, 3.3 and 3.4.

Members noted the requirements and timescale of introduction and that it would be communicated to toll payers through a further edition of Broadsheet in September. 

The Navigation Committee had supported the proposals at its meeting on 3 September 2009.
RESOLVED 

(i)
that the previously agreed proposals set out in paragraphs 3.2, 3.3 and 3.4 of the report and set out below be confirmed namely that:
(a)
insurance requirements be mandatory for all tolls applications for the 2010 toll year and beyond;
(b)
a minimum of £2,000,000 third party insurance cover by owners of the affected vessels under Schedule 3 to the Act, para 4 (f) be required;
(c)
there be no exemptions other than those set out in Section 16 of the Act; and
(ii)
that further consideration is to be given to the position regarding visiting craft.
(4)
Broads Authority Act 2009: Construction Standards
The Authority received a report setting out the proposed procedures so that the provisions relating to Construction Standards within the Broads Authority Act 2009 could be implemented.

At its meeting on 3 September the Navigation Committee had supported a proposal that the requirements of the Broads Authority (Boat Safety Standards) Byelaws 2006 be used as the basis for implementing this provision of the Act, where appropriate.
In addition the Navigation Committee had supported the proposals as set out in paragraphs 4.3, 4.5, 4.6, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 6.3 and 6.4 of the report relating to exemptions to vessels, evidence of compliance and the establishment of a Standards Appeals Panel.

RESOLVED 

(i)
that the proposals as set out in paragraphs 4.3, 4.5, 4.6, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 6.3 and 6.4 of the report and set out below be adopted.

(a)
Section 12(10) be used to continue the exemptions to vessels detailed within the existing bylaws i.e.

(1) motor vessel propelled by an outboard motor which -

(a) is of open construction, not having a deck;

(b) does not carry fuel otherwise than solely for use in the powering of the outboard motor unit; and

(c) is not fitted with any cooking, heating, refrigerating or lighting appliances;

(2) a vessel which the owner or master proves-
(a) in any one year is kept, used or navigated within the navigation area and on adjacent waters for no more than twenty eight days and on no more than four separate visits to the navigation area; or

(b) is ordinarily used for the commercial carriage at sea of goods or animals; or 

(c) is newly constructed and is not intended for use within the navigation area or on adjacent waters.

(b)
Owners of previously exempted vessels, and owners registering their vessels for the first time who require exemptions, be required to declare to the Authority which exemption is relevant.  (See Exemption Declaration form at Appendix 1 to the report).
(c)
On application for annual tolls renewal, owners be requested to declare that the details relating to the vessels on the schedule are unchanged.

(d)
Evidence of compliance will be as per the existing byelaws and to transpose the provisions of the existing byelaws into our new process.

(e)
In addition to the evidence of compliance as set out in the existing byelaws, evidence of compliance be also accepted for boat owners who supply evidence of compliance for part build boats, either in the form of a Boat Safety Scheme certificate or a Recreational Craft Directive Annex IIIa declaration.

(f)
A Recreational Craft Direct Annex IIIa declaration shall only apply for a period of one year from the date on which the vessel was first sold. 

(g)
The forms already developed in support of the existing Byelaws as already agreed by the Navigation Committee on 26 April 2007 be used after appropriate amendment to refer to relevant sections.

(h)
(1)
That  Mrs Alex Haswell be appointed to serve on the 
Standards Appeals Panel. 
(2)
That the RYA and the BMF be invited each to appoint a member  to serve on the Panel.
(3)
That a representative from the Boat Safety Scheme examiners be appointed to externally advise the Panel.

In each case substitutes will be allowed, and the appointee under (1) will chair the panel.

(ii)
That the Standard Appeals Panel be established in autumn 2009, to allow training and briefing to be undertaken with new members. The first meeting of the panel will need to agree the panel’s processes.

(5)
Broads Authority Act 2009: Delegation of Powers to Officers
The Authority received a report recommending the delegation of a number of powers arising out of the provisions of the Broads Authority Act 2009 to the Chief Executive. The Chief Executive would then make arrangements for the powers to be exercised by appropriate senior officers on behalf of the Authority. Members noted that the Navigation Committee had supported the proposed delegations at its meeting on 3 September 2009.
Members agreed to formally adopt the proposed delegations as contained in paragraphs 3 and 6 of the report.

RESOLVED 

(i)
that the powers detailed in paragraph 3 of the report and set out below be delegated to the Chief Executive:
(a)
enforcing directions relating to the loading and unloading of vessels (section 10);
(b)
exercising the powers and duties relating to the registration and licensing of vessels (section 11);
(c)
designating authorised officers for the purpose of:

(i)
entering and inspecting vessels and exercising related powers (section 17);
(ii)
exercising powers relating to unsafe vessels (section 19);
(d)
determining whether a vessel is unsafe (section 18).  In this respect, it is intended that the authorised officers include qualified Boat Safety Scheme examiners and qualified Marine Surveyors;
(e)
exercising the powers and duties relating to the removal of unsafe vessels (section 20);
(f)
designating authorised officers for the purposes of:

(i)
requesting information about vessels (section 21);
(ii)
entering land, including adjacent waters (section 24);
and also inspection provisions in the hire boat licences;
(g)
serving notices requiring information from:

(i)
masters and owners etc as to vessels (section 22);
(ii)
landowners etc as to vessels (section 23);
(h)
exercising the following functions relating to waterskiing and wakeboarding:

(i)
displaying directional signs (section 28(1));
(ii)
designating authorised officers for the purposes of giving directions as to waterskiing and wakeboarding (section 28(2));
(iii)
issuing, cancelling and amending permits for waterskiing and wakeboarding (sections 27 and 30);
(i)
removing vegetation which is an obstruction or danger to vessels in the navigation area including the service of notices;
(j)
serving notices and exercising default powers in respect of vegetation which obstructs or is a potential danger to vessels in the navigation area (section 39);
(k)
powers and duties relating to the licensing of hire boats (section 40);
(ii)
that the Chief Executive arranges for appropriately trained senior officers to exercise the powers in accordance with agreed policies and procedures on the Authority’s behalf; and
 (iii)
that the powers to agree the consultation arrangements in respect of the draft hire boat licensing arrangements be delegated to the Chief Executive. 
1/20
Proposed Establishment of Financial Scrutiny and Audit Committee

Further to Minute 6/13 of the meeting on 26 June, the Authority received a report which sets out the potential arrangements for the setting up of a financial review group of members, together with the potential scope and terms of reference of such a group.

Members discussed the options and powers which might be delegated to the Group and agreed that full powers to receive and approve the annual accounts and other related matters should remain with the Authority. 
RESOLVED

(i)
that a Financial Scrutiny and Audit Committee be established;
(ii)
that the Terms of Reference be adopted as set out in Appendix 1, subject to the addition of responsibilities for risk management and medium term planning, and amending “approving” the Annual Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement to “reviewing and recommending” these to the Authority for approval; and
(iii)
that the membership of the Committee for 2009/10 comprise the Chairman and Vice-Chairman (ex-officio), Mr Durrant , Mr Dixon and Mr McGregor.

1/21
Committee Membership and Member Appointments
The Authority received a report seeking approval for the Broads Authority member appointments to committees until the Annual Meeting in September 2010 and the appointment of Lead Members. 
RESOLVED:

(i)
that the Broads Authority member appointments to the Planning, Navigation and Standards Committees, as set out in paragraph 1.2 of the report and at Appendix 3 to these minutes, be confirmed for the period until the Annual Meeting in September 2010; 

(ii)
that the Lead Members, as set out in paragraph 2.1 of the report and included at Appendix 3  to these minutes, be confirmed for the period until the Annual Meeting in September 2010; and 

(iii)
that the membership of the Financial Scrutiny and Audit Committee for 2009/10 comprising the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, Mr Durrant, Mr Dixon and Mr McGregor be confirmed and included in the schedule at Appendix 3 to these minutes.

1/22
Cross Border Development
Members received a report setting out the reasons for delegating to the Planning Committee the power to determine how ‘cross-border’ planning applications should be dealt with, in order to avoid a possible delay in obtaining the approval of the full Authority.
RESOLVED

that powers be delegated to the Planning Committee to agree with an adjoining planning authority that individual cross-border planning applications be wholly determined by either the Authority or the relevant Council.
1/23 
Items of Business raised by the Designated Person in Respect of the Port Marine Safety Code
This item was dealt with following 1/19
The Head of Navigation Strategy and Safety confirmed that there were no items which needed to be discussed under this item.
1/24
Any Other Items of Business

There were no further items of business which the Chairman decided should be considered as a matter of urgency pursuant to Section 100B (4) (b) of the Local Government Act.
1/25
Formal Questions
There were no formal questions of which due notice had been given.

1/26
Transfer of the Dredging Operation: Review of Financial and Operational Implications
The Authority received a report giving details and reviewing the actual costs of the dredging operation for the financial year ended 31 March 2009. The report compared the actual costs incurred for each dredging job to the forecast of the costs of each dredging job planned for 2008/09 as detailed at the June 2008 navigation committee.  
RESOLVED

that the report be noted.

1/27
Consolidated Income and Expenditure 1 April 2009 to 31 July 2009

The Authority received a report which summarised the actual income and expenditure for the four month period to 31 July 2009 compared to the current profiled budget. The report provided a list of major variances and reasons for those variances.
RESOLVED

that the report be noted.

1/28
Strategic Priorities 2009/10

The Authority considered a report by the Chief Executive which set out the projects and actions used to deliver the strategic priorities adopted for the year 2009/10. 

RESOLVED

that the performance of the different projects in the schedule accompanying the report be noted.

1/29
Annual Report from the Standards Committee to the Broads Authority 
The Authority received the Annual Report from the Standards Committee for 2008/09.

RESOLVED

that the report be noted.

1/30
Sustainable Development Fund Panel: Annual Report 2008/09
The Authority received the Annual Report of the Sustainable Development Fund which summarised the activities of the Fund Panel over the last year.
RESOLVED

that the report be noted.

1/31
Summary of Complaints

The Authority received a report giving details of the formal complaints dealt with by the Authority during 2008/09, together with the outcome of such complaints.
RESOLVED

that the report be noted.
1/32
Exclusion of the Public

RESOLVED

that the public be excluded from the meeting under Section 100a of the Local Government Act 1972 for consideration of the item below on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by Paragraphs 3 and 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act as amended, and that the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public benefit in disclosing the information.
Members of the public left the meeting during consideration of the following item 
Summary of Minute Excluded from Public Deposit

1/33
Formal Complaint
The Authority received a report relating to a formal complaint made against the Authority, and the actions proposed in order to help remedy the failings which had been identified. 
RESOLVED

that the recommendations as set out in the report be accepted.

Members of the public returned to the meeting.

1/34
Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Committee would be held on Friday 20 November 2009 at Dragonfly House, 2 Gilders Way, Norwich, commencing at 1.30pm.

The meeting concluded at 4.42pm
CHAIRMAN

APPENDIX 1

Code of Conduct for Members

Declaration of Interests

Committee:

Broads Authority 

Date of Meeting:
18 September 2009

	Name

Please Print
	Agenda/

Minute

No(s)
	Nature of Interest

(Please describe the nature of the interest)


	Please tick here if the interest is a Prejudicial

Interest

(


	M C Broom
	13, 17, 19 & 26
	Member Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association, Broads Hire Boat Federation, Great Yarmouth Port Authority, Toll payer and Landowner

 
	

	G McGregor
	
	Member Suffolk County Council and EERA


	

	J Brociek-Coulton
	
	Member Norwich City Council
	

	D A Broad
	10–13, 17-19, 23-30
	Toll payer
	

	A S Mallett
	11&13, 17-19, 26
	As previously declared at meetings.

	

	S Dorrington
	
	Toll payer

	


APPENDIX 2

Public Question Time 

Questions Submitted by Mrs Mollie Howes

Question 1.
I was at Horning Sailing Club daily throughout their regatta week and it was noticeable that during the mornings there was no River Ranger anywhere near. I remember that, on the Thursday of that week, he did not appear until after 3pm. Thursday is the busiest day for the Club and there seemed to be extra hire cruisers and launches about, presumably because the weather forecast had been good. Although the Club did their best to politely ask them to keep to their right hand bank many still barged there way up the middle of the river.  Why so late in the day did the Ranger appear?  I feel that some explanation is due from the Authority.

Question 2.  In view of the furore over the Whitlingham signs in March 2008 and the two subsequent letters from DEFRA, of which you are aware, why has the new Communications Officer been advised to refer to the Broads as a National Park? 

Question 3.  Why are the Authority urging companies to use the title “Norfolk & Suffolk Broads National Park”?

Broads Authority Responses to Questions Submitted

Response to Question 1.  Navigation Rangers were on patrol from the Wroxham launch all week, and made a particular point of attending Horning during the afternoons as this is when it is at its busiest. On two days of the week, they undertook a late shift in order to be available until up to 8pm, to also take account of the post event activities. However, this patrol area covers Horstead to Horning Waterworks, and has a number of other important safety tasks which need to be undertaken. Given the number of safety boats used by the Club, including one manned by an off duty Navigation Ranger and the signage provided for the event, the Authority’s presence was proportionate to the need.

Response to Question 2.  The Communications Manager (not the Communications Officer as you state) has not been advised to refer to the Broads Authority as a National Park. The Authority consistently at present describes itself as “a member of the national parks family”.

Response to Question 3.  The Authority has not urged companies to use the title “Norfolk and Suffolk Broads National Park”.  The Authority has recently responded to one company, a map publisher (Harper Collins), urging it to continue to depict the Broads as a national park in their maps and atlases.  We have done this for 4 main reasons:

 

(1)
Because Harper Collins specifically asked us whether they should continue to depict the Broads as a national park in maps and atlases and we needed to reply. They did so because a complainant to them has demanded that they withdraw any maps and atlases depicting the Norfolk Broads as a national park, and that they should apologise to the people of Broadland forthwith.
(2)
Because we consider that demand to be ill-judged, and because we are proud of the Broads's membership of the UK national park family and do not see it as our role at all to downgrade people's perceptions about the importance or the status of the area. 

(3)
Because in the light of the statement on the Defra website that “the Broads of Norfolk and Suffolk are regarded as having the same status and are a National Park in all but name having been given protection under a different piece of legislation", we consider it is not appropriate on maps or atlases to distinguish national parks from the Broads. 

(4)
Because we also consider it important to take every opportunity to help reinforce the special nature of the Broads area to show a regional, UK and international audience that the Broads has a status equal to that of other national parks at home and abroad.

APPENDIX 3
Committee Membership and Member Appointments 2009/2010

	Planning Committee

	Fourteen Broads Authority members:

Mrs S Blane

Mrs J Brociek-Coulton

Mr M C Broom

Mrs E A Burrows

Mr N Dixon

Mr S Dorrington

Mr A Duce
	Mr C Gould

Dr J M Gray

Mr G W Jermany

Dr J S Johnson

Mr A S Mallett

Mr J Sharpe

Ms C Sheridan

	Navigation Committee

	Five Broads Authority members:

Mr P Durrant

Mr P Frost

Mr C Gould

Mrs A Haswell

Mr A S Mallett

Plus eight appointed members

Mr D A Broad

Mr M C Broom

Ms M Farrar

Mr P Greasley

Dr P A Gurbutt

Mr P S Larner

Mr P E Ollier

Mr A Trafford



	Standards Committee

	Two Broads Authority members:

Mr C Gould

Ms R Varma

Plus five independent members:

Mr D Ayre

Mr M Cook 

Mr N Hancox 

Mr D R Jones
Mr S Revell

	Financial Scrutiny and Audit Committee

	Five Broads Authority members:
Mr J S Johnson

Mr A S Mallett

Mr P Durrant 

Mr N Dixon

Mr G McGregor.


Lead Members
	Topic
	 Lead Member

	Broads Flood Alleviation Project
	Phil Durrant

	Broads Plan and Local Development Framework
	Colin Gould

	Climate Change and the Valley Approach
	John Sharpe

	Communication Strategy
	Peter Frost

	Equalities
	Rashmi Varma 

	Navigation Safety
	David Broad

	Sustainability
	Paul Woodcock

	Sustainable Tourism
	Candy Sheridan

	Finance Audit and Risk Management
	Allan Mallett
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